NEW MEXICO MOTORCYCLE RIGHTS ORGANIZATION

May 21, 2011 Club Meeting, American Legion Post 49

Meeting called to order at 12:15 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance

Club Roll Call

1.
Guest discussion with Steve Stucker from KOB, Channel 4.  This is his first time organizing this run, the “Rally in the Valley” benefits the Make A Wish Foundation, held over Memorial Day Weekend.  Thank you to the Shadowriders MC for being the Road Captain.  Donations from the NMMRO of $100.00, Red Rock ABATE $100.00 and the Mz.Behavin’ Divas MC of $100.00 today, thank you.  MRO presented Steve Stucker with a 1-year honorary membership and the road name of “Weatherman.”

2.
Reading of April Meeting Minutes read and accepted.

3.
DOT Summer Safety Awareness Campaign has not been followed-through.  The funds are still there and David Lappington has not been responsive.  The MRO was instructed to get the campaign started, and it commenced  with the Governor’s April 26, 2011 Proclamation of May as “Motorcyclist and Bicyclist Safety Awareness Month.” Annette has made attempts to be in constant contact with DOT and they are not responding.  Patty has concerns about the NHTSB funding which totals about $700k per year, how is this money being spent, is the funding still there? Should the MRO send a letter asking about this money?  Steve Stucker suggested that the MRO contact an investigative reporter with each tv station, to look in to the spending of the grant money, call Jeremy Jojola for Channel 4, call Larry Barker for Channel 13 and for Channel 7 call the news line and ask to speak with an investigative reporter to look in to the chain of command at DOT.  Steve Stucker also suggested that we keep on it and we will eventually work our way up the chain of command.
4.
Linda with Final Chapter MC:as to Heartbreak Hill in Edgewood (Hwy 314, where it turns in to Hwy 344), between Mile Markers 15 and 16, the NMDOT has presented a 3-year record of reported 4 crashes with none of those motorcycles.  DOT representative she spoke to promised to investigate the exact location of this road and get back with her.

5.
Annette reported about the status of communications with local government (Commander Eric Garcia and Darren White) regarding the police escort for the March 2011 Susan G. Komen Foundation run from PJ’s Triumph.  After a week of calls and e-mails, the issue has been resolved and Darren White confirmed that “helmet discrimination” will not happen again.

6.
Annette reported that City Councilor Dan Lewis has offered his support of the MRO in handling Nuisance Abatement.  Annette reported that Joe Valdez said the casinos are not in Nuisance Abatement territory.  Examples of discrimination are no news coverage for the NCOM convention, the 2011 Run for the Wall went around Albuquerque.  However, the local Albuquerque business, for the weekend of NCOM did change their no colors policy, so they did benefit from the business.  JC asked that we obtain data from NCOM regarding attendance, sales, etc so that we can evaluate how much the convention made a difference.

7.
A Bandido asked about the stopabqgangs.org website and whether or not there is any proposed profiling legislation in Santa Fe, Steve Stucker suggested we call the Governor’s Office and ask.   Courtney asked that all MRO members be aware of any legislation that may be proposed for the upcoming special legislative session, please check nmlegis.gov to stay current.  Representative Rick Miera has agreed to keep a hold of HB 68 in case there’s a chance it may be heard during the special session in September 2011.
8.
Diva Kat the assistant MRF Representative reported that in other states there are now pending helmet laws—in some states if you are not wearing a helmet that has the DOT sticker on it you will be pulled over.  “Safety checkpoints” are here in Albuquerque, please check the condition of your bike before heading out.  American Women Riders is going to do an article about the MRF and Diva Kat will help make that happen.  
9.
For the NM Defenders Program, JC reported that these safety checkpoints are unconstitutional, and if you get stopped, remain calm, pay attention and take down names.  Ask for the purpose of the stop and take notes.  Ask them what they are looking for, tires tread depth, handlebars, registration, helmets?   The federal government is 14 trillion dollars in debt, and the NMDOT has the money to do motorcycle-only stops?  DD from the Outsiders MC put together an amazing DVD which in part discusses profiling and discrimination, it will be for sale at the next COC Meeting on July 9th.  For the NM Defenders Program, JC reported there will be an upcoming call to action and JC needs help, he needs contact information - ”WHAT WE DO TODAY ECHOES TOMORROW”

10.
Cheryl of the Shadowriders MC reported that the next COC Meeting is 2 pm on Saturday July 9, 2011 at 2 Minute Warning in Los Lunas.  There is a fund-raiser that day come on out at 11 am, there will be a bike wash and other things going on for a fun day.
11.
Patty Berry reported that changes were made to the NMMRO’s By-Laws for the election process.  It was agreed that nominations would be presented for the Board’s election in August 2011.

12:41 pm there was a temporary meting adjournment

12:42 pm executive session of NMMRO Board 

12:49 pm meeting called back to order

IT WAS DECIDED to table the nominations for the Sgt. at Arms position until the next NMMRO meeting.

Nominations received as follows:
Club Liason, JC, nomination accepted

Web Master, Rockhell, nomination accepted

Secretary, Diva BB, nomination accepted

Public Relations, Diva Stretch, not accepted

Diva Stretch resigned as Public Relations, nomination for Diva BB as Secretary rescinded.  Members voted Diva BB for an Interim PR until July 2012, unanimous.

Nomination continued as follows:

Secretary, Diva Stretch, accepted

Election will be in August, 2011.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

June 25th, Bandido Cowboy’s School Time Duds, helps Madrid, Cerillos and Santa Fe kids, Wings of Hope participates.
Meeting adjourned at 1:43 p.m.
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