NEW MEXICO MOTORCYCLE RIGHTS ORGANIZATION

August 20, 2011 Club Meeting, American Legion Post 49

Meeting called to order at 12:04 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance

Club Roll Call

1.
New clubs introductions:
Duke City Drifters

United veterans

Wind & Fire Albuquerque – 12 members

Live Wire Twisted Pistons – 22 members, Grants

Rio Grande Riders – 10 members, Albuquerque

2.
Guest today is Deb Hill, widow of Mark Wolfe, killed in Tesuque on Memorial Day Weekend by Juan Cordova.  Deb Hill reported that the Cordova trial will take place in SF and that Cordova is still in custody.  Pretrial and testimony is in September, which will happen at a preliminary hearing.  The COC call to action worked and made a difference, the Judge knows about the community support and has talked about moving to a bigger courtroom.  There are issues about the validity of some key pieces of evidence, but there are two people who were in the truck that have already identified Cordova as the driver.
3.
Treasurer’s Report read by Patty Berry and accepted.

4.
Annette Torrez announced that there may be a relocation in her near future, within the next 6 months.  

5.
Nominations were opened for the position of Organizational Liaison and accepted: Bandido Patrick Sierra, nominations for that position closed.  MRO Members were called up for ballot distribution one by one, Courtney tracked the distribution by using the membership list.  Questions from the floor regarding the election ballots and provisions in the By-Laws – why do we have unopposed candidates, when did nominations open and close – the floor agreed that today we will not open up nominations for chairperson due to Annette’s announcement.  The election results were tallied and all positions were voted in to the office that each person was nominated for.
6.
Dave Covert reported about the MSP which is created from grants and motorcycle registrations.  By law this money must be used for this purpose and cannot be sent to the general Fund.  It’s been reported that there is 279K left from a federal grant at the end of 2010.  The MRO has so far gone without the benefit of any public records requests, instead relying upon consistent communications with NMDOT and Rick Miera which has kept solid pressure on the state.  There is however a lack of timely responses and not enough information has been provided when NMDOT does respond.  Annette asked all in attendance for their opinion on the radio ads and the tv ads.    Options were discussed regarding making a formal records request from NMDOT for money and funding accountability-Kimberly Kinter will prepare a letter on behalf of the NMMRO and circulate for approval.  For next year, we will want more, May is already motorcycle safety awareness month, so we will demand more advertising starting in May and ending in October, NMDOT can also use the older PSA’s and we can distribute pamphlets about safety awareness.  How about motorcycle laws pamphlets?

7.
Motorcycle Advisory Council Meetings are supposed to happen 2 times per year:  this is a collaboration of ABATE, MSF and bikers to discuss current events.  These council meetings did not happen last year or this year.

8.
Ronnie Lucero made a short presentation for the MADD/MzBehavin Divas MC run on Sat. September 17, 2011  The 1st Annual Ride Like MADD, in memory of baby Brandon Lucero will start at SS and all proceeds to go to MADD for safety awareness.
9.
Annette Torrez reported that after Bandido Sinner passed, the NMMRO was approached about providing escorts for future events.  APD has taken a position that is not affordable for events.  Diva BB contacted the state regarding escorts and local training for events where we can do our own escorts.  The Senate Joint Memorial to begin a training program, this program varies from state to state.  This program for NM would eventually include all training and certification necessary for medical, legal and safety.

10.
Diva Kat-Deb Mathews for the MRF reported that membership is badly needed.  There are superblitzes happening now which are specifically targeting bikers and young male drivers.  There has been extremely negative media coverage in these areas, implying the stereotypes about bikers and drinking.  Please be more involved with the MRF.
11.
Brenda Dunlap, Roswell, Southern NM MRF and her husband Roger Dunlap, Roswell, Southern NM MRF Chairperson made their introductions. 

Next NMMRO club meeting is Saturday September 10, 2011 at noon, Post 49.  Then Saturday Oct. 15, 2011 at noon, Thunderbird Harley-Davidson.

Meeting adjourned at 1:45 p.m.
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