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Thursday Evening Opening Session: Meet the Board, Meet the Attendees:  Here is what is happening in other states across the country.

Idaho – they were invited to the NHTSA seminar this is the first time an SMRO has been invited to a meeting. They discussed riding gear, impaired riding, infrastructure, and driver education programs for kids.  Idaho is working on their ROW bill.  They have formed a new ABATE in southwest part of Idaho.

North Carolina – there motorcycle awareness program had educated 55,000 kids, their non-helmet bill did not pass, motorcycle licensing/endorsement issues.

North Dakota – ABATE is the sole contractor for Rider education.  They had NHTSA do an evaluation of their rider education for the administration this is on a state level.  This will allow the state to receive more money for education.

Wyoming- working on the their ROW issues and making drivers more aware of riders

Pennsylvania – Not much going on.  Still no helmet law/it is freedom of choice.  Sport bike riders are being targeted they want to take bikes away when the rider does tricks or wheelies or removing their feet from the pegs while riding.

South Carolina –Red light bill passed this year. Myrtle Beach city is hurting because of the ban on motorcycles/motorcyclists. Trike licensing was taken out in there state. Will be for the first time receiving the 2010 funding.

Missouri – Highway signs now have motorcycle messages on them.  Removal of helmet law did not pass but it was very close.  Working on modified headlight bill, Insurance modification they are not at fault automatically, and comparative law issues.

Arizona – the State stole $100,000 of their money for the state budget. Their bike day at the capitol is growing they serve lunch to the legislators which is well received. Their awareness program is working throughout the State.  They suggest that all states and cities should get proclamations for May motorcycle awareness month. They are working on their ROW bill and discrimination in Kingman AZ.

Minnesota – they are part of a dual state ABATE with Wisconsin.  Prescott Wisconsin was having a problem with bikers parking and loud pipes they felt that bikers were parking in the streets.  Working with the city officials they have now what they call project respect this has opened up the lines of communication between the city and the bikers.  Working on red light issues and their ROW bill failed this year but will continue to work on it.

Wisconsin – they have a lobbying training day that teaches how to lobby at the Capitol. Their motorcycle awareness program is going well.  They have sheriffs helping with PSA’s.  They are working on making sure that the cops are issuing proper tickets on the laws they have passed.  They have taught between 8.000 – 10,000 students this year. They are working on cleaning up their ROW bill, impaired riding and maintaining their funding.

Michigan – Passed an awareness bill prosecutors took the bill over and got it to cover all people.  Removal of helmet law did not pass, 50,000 students have been trained through their Motorcycle Awareness program, and 50,000 higher education (college level) students have also been trained.  DOT helmet standards what is legal.

New York – they have a Federal lawsuit against the DMV regarding motorcycle only road blocks.  They are working on confiscation did not go through, vertical license plates not a problem, raised registration fees 25%, EPA stamp on pipes fine is $1500 1st offense, 2nd offense $2500 and your bike is confiscated in the City of New York.  Sport bike riders have stepped up to help on these issues. Rider Ed program is now handled by MSF.

Georgia – Row did not go through, they have an anti-discrimination bill, and their sport bike riders are now getting involved.

Nebraska – Removal of helmet law did not pass, they now have their rider and share the road programs up and running.

Nevada – Helmet protest on the Los Vegas strip went well they let them through without their helmets no citations issued; they are working on getting the helmet law repealed.

Iowa – Tickets not being issued for ROW violations because the officers do not know about the new law they are working on educating the police officers as to the new law, they will continue to monitor this issue. They are working on getting money for their map program, insurance bill stacking, rider Ed for mobile unit, deer killing bikers.

Illinois – they are working on having active members at the capitol, helmet law defeated, youth rider ATV defeated, wheelie band, insurance, equal speed, training fund (keeping Governor out of fund), vehicle homicide bill court room evaluations/monitoring on judges and attorneys.

Tennessee – 16 less fatalities from last year, receiving grant for rider education, receiving awareness grants that will be split between MADD and them.  Working on their ROW bill.

South Dakota – they have no problems because of Sturgis.  They are working on organization of license plates, PSA’s.  If you have any disputes with the state they need a list of the problems they will go to the legislators to get it changed.

Kansas – ROW did not pass it was better this year they have a problem with the farmers on this issue. Working on red light bill did not pass this year, disabled Veteran Plates, seat belts at this time it is a secondary law state trying to move it to primary offense did not pass; Fort Riley has watch for motorcycle signs at all entrances to base.

Alaska – 24 hour a day headlight bill did not pass. Their 2010 money all went for advertising.

Arkansas – Ride Free state, defeated helmet law.  They worked on red light bill, safer street program, tougher endorsement testing, profiling motorcyclists, and high fatality rates.

Oklahoma – Worked on Red light issues and gang laws were proposed but not passed.  Their membership has doubled in the last year.  The new leader of their ABATE is a mayor of a small town.

Ohio – The state is requiring rider education.  Row is moving however they are still in session so do not know the outcome of this legislation, there are 5 distracted Driver bills, red light website set up to complain about what lights don’t work this goes straight to their DOT.  Rider Ed funds were raided however it has been returned.

 Indiana – They are working on their ROW bill, registration of mopeds, they have motorcycle day at the fair which is working out well.

Washington – Red light bill was passed with the help of bicyclists, state has website to fix the lights when they have the money (so no work done yet on this issue but keeping an eye on it) or when new construction is done.  Profiling and helmet law fight is continuing; need to have the DOTs on the inside of your helmet as well as on the outside another way to pull you over to check if you helmet has the proper tags on the inside.

Friday General Session I

Hardtail (MRF President) went over what was talked about at the opening session highlighting the issues that had been discussed the night before which are listed above.

The MRF treasurer went over the financial issues that MRF is faced with; they had a total of $150,000 in income, the membership grew by 383 members, they cut spending (no trips to Europe our partners in Federation of European Motorcycle Association (FEMA) took care of the conferences over there for us), we still need members it is critical, and at this point the MRF is breaking even but that will not last long if they do not get more members.

Next up was Jeff Hennie with the legislative update on what is happening in Washington DC:

Consumer Product Safety Committee

· Congress passed sweeping reform to get LEAD out of the toys and other products that are imported to this country from other countries or they cannot be sold here.  This includes dirt bikes that are marketed to kids.

· We all need to stop our children from eating our motorcycles.

· There is a bill to get motorcycles out of the issue at this point child safety advocates are the biggest problem.

· There has been a stay of execution for 2 years, thus allowing motorcycle companies to sell existing stock, however some dealers are not selling the motorcycles.

HR 269 Motorcycle Safety Month – This will be a federal law that May is Motorcycle Safety and Awareness Month.

HR1253 HIPPA Loophole – this bill has passed with a discloser, there is no Senate bill at this time, Consumer Reports has made this an issue, they have published a couple of article on the issue.

Health Reform – At this point there are no proposals regarding Motorcyclists, however MRF is keeping an eye how they will treat motorcyclists.

Right to Repair – You all know about this if you are in the Defenders Program you have already written letters on this issue.

Stimulus Package includes motorcycles, if you purchase a new bike this year you can write if off on your taxes next year.

Gang Issue – there are 45 bills at this time, however none have moved.

Motorcycle definitions – they are trying to make a standard definition of what is considered to be a motorcycle, this issue is all over the place each state defines motorcycles differently and now there are those electric cars with three (3) wheels that are being license as motorcycles.  

Highway Bill – Every 5 years there has to be a new law written up to appropriate money to the states for federal highways, the new highway bill is now being worked on.  You are asking why this issue is something that we need to be concerned with. The answer is that for the last five (5) years most of the states have been able to get a grant from this fund to help fund the Motorcycle Awareness and Safety programs.  New Mexico has qualified each year and has been awarded $100,000 to help run our program.  The funding comes from an .18 ½ cent fuel tax the problem is that most people have either stopped driving or has limited there driving which has lower the amount of money coming in.  Motorcycles will be in the bill again with the possibility of more money coming in than in the past.  The state must have a plan and they cannot put helmets in the plan.  It is a good bill but will not pass this year.  The legislators need to find the revenue to fun the bill they need 50 million more in revenue in order to fund it. 

Crash Study – this study has been sidelined  but the study is a follow up study of the Hurt Report, however there is not enough money to fund the study so is basically on hold at this point.

Distracted Driver Summit – There is a report from Lynn Wesley that will be available on the NMMRO website please check it out.

General Session II

Friday General Session II

This is the session that Bandido Gimmie Jimmie discussed the Defenders Program and the Coalition of Independent Riders and how it could benefit the States that don’t have the program and how it could benefit the MRF with the call to actions.  From what I was told by Paul by the time they got back to Texas 4 states had already contacted them about getting the program in their states.  This was is a great thing for the program.

Friday General Session III

MRF A&E program – MRF has split into two groups the lobbying side which we all know is not a 501c3 organization because lobbying is the full time job of the MRF.  Now they have started a new program which is separate from the MRF and they are the MRF A&E which there primary purpose is Awareness and Education and they are a 501c3 which means that they can take taxable donations now and have an opportunity do get grants and other monies for Awareness and Education programs.  At this point they have a website where you can find PSA’s, and rider education course information.

Myrtle Beach – They are ticketing for non-helmet use, exhaust, and vendors.  Myrtle Beach owns the court system and 49 tickets were issued in February when they had their protest.  The court found them automatically guilty even though their laws are unconstitutional; they have changed what they were doing. The tickets were taken to the South Carolina Supreme Court and all the tickets were dismissed on the ground that they were unconstitutional now instead of tickets from Myrtle Beach being heard at the lower level court all motorcycle tickets are being heard by the SC Supreme Court.

Friday Breakout Session:

I attended the session Building a Circle given by Carol Simpson.  This session was more of round table discussion and would be hard to write about.  However it has given me some good ideas on different ways of thinking how to proceed with the issues we face here in New Mexico.  If you want to know more ask and I will be happy to sit down with you and go over it.

Cheryl went to a different breakout session Motorcycle Dial-a-Ride and other proven strategies.  I am sure that she would be happy to discuss this topic with anyone who would like to know more.

This was the last session of the day it was now time for networking with other people.  The had a fundraiser that was interesting.

Saturday General Session I

Member Benefit Insurance – Every member of MRF will receive a letter on this program it is through American Life Insurance, this plan would insure you up to $2500.  If you are a member and receive the letter if you are interested fill out the card and send it in.  The membership list will not be given to them the letters will come from the DC office.  The insurance company will not be contacting you unless you fill out and send in the card.

Bikers Rights from the Eyes of an Elected Official – Former WI State Senator Dave Zien, Former MN State Representative Tom Workman and NH State Senator Bob Letourneau were the guest speakers for this topic. They spoke to us about what they wanted to see from us when we are asking them to do something for us but also spoke on many other topics.  They want to see something in writing, bullet points are better than a long drawn out statement, get them the information to work with, ask the questions and answer the questions and give them the answers.  The legislators would like the following questions answered to help them better fight for what you are asking them to do: why (why is it needed), example (they need an example they can use), will it fix the problem, and how much will it cost? Be respectful and be nice because most politicians want to be US. Things to do or not to do; never leave your principles don’t give up, keep your core base, honesty is the best policy always tell the truth.  Things that will set off the politician the quickest is; being belligerent or demanding, not bringing anything in writing, and HONESTY IS THE UP MOST IMPORTANCE TO THE POLITICIANS.

Saturday General Session II

Political Action outside the US

First up from Canada Peter Jacobs spoke about the following that is happening in Canada; remember that what happens in Canada can happen here also.

They formed the Motorcycle Confederation of Canada (MCC) about 5 years ago, they are similar to the American Motorcycle Association (AMA), and they are mainly a federation and are having a lot of problems with getting individual memberships. Their vision is to be recognized nationally and internationally as the motorcycle organization in Canada.  They have strong support from the motorcycle industries; OEM’S, parts distributors, and dealers.  Rider training is mandated in some providence and not in others. They have 485,000 registered motorcycles in 2006 with 22 million licensed drivers and, they are seeing more women starting to ride.  Their issues are:

· Crash Data & Statistics

· Ignorance of motorcycle community by regulators

Sound

· They support the new SAE testing

· Remove subjective evaluation

· Advocating national adoption of the SAE testing

· They are participating in the evaluation

Alcohol

· Over represented in crash data

· Returning riders meaning more repeat offenders

· They are moving to lower the BAC for motorcyclists to .02 blood level

· They are doing awareness programs and being proactive rather than reactive

Safety

· It will always bite them

· They need to be proactive

· They are looking at having symposiums 

· They are working with victims’ families

Speed Ontario

· Ticketing for 30 mph over speed limit it is a $10,000 fine

· Auto impound suspension

· Constitutional challenge

· Moving off seat

· Tire off the road

· Limits on CC/HP and engine power

Environmental

· Emissions tailpipe/sound

· Land access

· Parking/HOV lane access

International Collaboration

· Working with MRF, FEMA, AMA, Australia, and others

· OECD Conference

· Joint International Rider Conference

· NO HVCC, ATV/Quad

Aline Delhaye from FEMA spoke to the group on what is happening in Europe however I did not take notes she is hard to understand and she moves through the presentation very quickly, however I did notice Cheryl was taking notes so she should have more information for you in her report.

The rest of the afternoon was spent in breakout sessions which as stated before are mostly round table discussions.  I attended the lies, damn lies and politics it dealt with how to break down what something is saying it comes down to critical thinking your way through the bull.  Here is something that we can all relate to, if a motorcycle helmet law is repealed you will dramatically see an increase in head injuries. Here is the truth about head injuries: from all head injuries only 7% are from bicyclists where motorcyclists are only 6% of all head injuries nationally. The top #1 head injury is from falls, #2 is car crashes. 

The other breakout session that I attended was the MRF Reps meeting which was mandatory for all state reps.  If you want to know more about what happened at this meeting please ask.

We attended the banquet where I won too much stuff from the silent auction but that will benefit all of you because I will be holding raffles at Bike Night at Athena’s to raffle off the loot.  The proceeds will go to help with the travel expenses for the Best of the West Conference next June. 

